UNORTHODOX HINDU FUNERALS                   23&
the death actually took place. It is also usual to place a light there each night until that rite has been performed.
. Amongst the Malas there is a very peculiar division into those who perform funeral observances in the day time, and those who only do so at night. According to the Brahminical religion no such observances should take place at night at all, and it is curious how this night-observing sect sprung into existence. Those who observe these rites in the day time are called in Telugu pakshivesevaru or those who throw to the birds. The reason for this will be seen further on. Those who observe the ceremonies in the night time are called tiru-pallivaru. It is not clear what this word means, but it is of Tamil origin and comes from a word meaning a tomb. Although these two divisions are very distinct amongst the Malas, it does not appear to manifest itself in any other way than in the differences in the observances of those funeral rites. This distinction also exists amongst some other sections of the community.
On the day fixed upon by the dasari for the chinna-dinamu, there is a gathering of friends at the house of the deceased. The observances amongst the two sections are very much the same for this rite, except that one section begins the rites in the morning and performs them during the day, and the other section begins them in the evening and carries them on through the night. I shall point out where the usages of the day-observers differ from those of the night-observers.
The disari and a few friends'assemble at the house of the deceased^ The whole dwelling has been previously cleaned up by the women of the house and the floors well smeared over with the all-purifying mixture of cowdung and water. The dasari then takes a vessel of water and with a bunch of leaves proceeds to sprinkle the people present and the room in which